signed at Seriiigapatam on the 18th of May, 1800. It was
not till over a year after that date, during which period the
Governor-General was occupied by other matters, particu-
larly the subsidiary treaty with the Nizam, of October
1800, that he wrote a long despatch to Lord Olive, with an
enclosure to the Nawab. In the Despatch, he said that
the negotiations with the Nizam rendered it politic, to post-
pone the Camatic question for the time. But the delay
enabled him to receive the opinions of the Board of Con-
trol and the Court pof Directors on the subject of the Se-
ringapatam Correspondence. He learnt with pleasure
that these opinions accorded entirely with his own and
with those of Lord Olive. He wrote that he confidently
inferred from the evidence of the Correspondence and of
the subsequent examination of the vakils, " the existence
of a criminal correspondence between the Nabob and
Tipu"; and he had consequently resolved on the dethrone-
ment of the Nawab and the transfer of his sovereignty to
the Company. He had also desired Webbe to go to Cal-
cutta and convey to him all the personal knowledge that
he had on the subject, and with that additional knowledge
he had carefully revised the examination of the evid-
ence. But he would still make an attempt to persuade
the Nawab to acquiesce in the proposed arrangement
by the form of treaty; and he asked Loud Clive to let the
Nawab know all the proofs of his correspondence with
Tipu Sultan in the English possession, and at the same
time to offer him the inducement of a generous pro-
vision of a sum of three lakhs of pagodas annually for
his personal expenses. The Governor-General was con-
vinced of "the criminal purpose, and of the actual end-
eavours of the late and present Nabob of Arcot to
establish all union of interests with the late Tipoo Sul-
tan, incompatible with the existing engagements bet-
ween the Nabob of the Carnatic and the Company, and
tending to subvert the British power in the penin-
sula of India." He was specific in the direction to
Lord Clive that, if the Nawab should refuse to acqtiiesce in
the proposal, the Madras Government was to assume the
civil and military government of the Camatie and exercise
its full rights and power. If the Nawab should appeal to
the Court of Directors against this proposal, because the
Secret Committee had already assented to the proposal for
the extinction of his sovereignty, the Nawab's petition